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Natural Resources Division
Caloogahatchee River and Estuary Receives Additional -
Protection from the State Legislature and Governor Crist

environmental legislation to expand the Lake Okeechobee Pro-
tection Act to safeguard and restore the entire northern Ever-
glades system, including the Lake Okeechobee watershed as well
as the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estuaries. Over
the next two years, the law calls for the development of far-
reaching plans to protect and improve the quality, quantity, tim-
ing and distribution of water in the northern Everglades ecosys-
tem.

This year alone, Lee County, the State and the South Florida
Water Management District will dedicate $15 million for the
Caloosahatchee River and Estuary while the South Florida Water
Management District will contribute another $200 million to
benefit the Everglades, Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estuaries. In total, an additional
$2 billion through 2020 will allow Florida to continue work al-
ready underway to restore the Everglades.

Commissioner Tammy Hall joins Governor Crist for the signing ceremony making
the Northern Everglades/Estuary Protection Act law.
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The law extends the Save Our Everglades

7 P . Y2 Y Y2 T B | .o,

Trust Fund for 10

nnnnnn — S 1 A

the Caloosahatchee.

Caloosahatchee River and Estuary (continued from page 1)

The new law will help to fast-track planning and construction of projects that will provide
additional water storage, and reduce harmful discharges to the Caloosahatchee estuary. The
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the South Florida Water Management
District are charged with working with the local governments to develop the restoration
plans and report back to the Florida Legislature as soon as next year. Much of the effort will
be concentrated on projects to the north of Lake Okeechobee. These projects will improve
both the quality and quantity of water flowing from the Kissimmee Basin into Lake Okee-
chobee, helping to preserve and protect the lake, the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries.
The funding that has been earmarked specifically for the Caloosahatchee watershed is a ma-
jor step toward improving local and regional problems in the Caloosahatchee watershed.

As part of the plan to improve the health of the northern Everglades, Florida will set aside
land, construct treatment wetlands and identify the water storage areas needed to improve
the quality, timing and distribution of water into the natural system.

Additionally, the protection plans for Lake Okeechobee and the coastal estuaries will require
improved best farming practices, the use of the best available "green" technologies to clean

up pollutants, more stringent regulations for the application of wastewater residuals in the :
watershed and an accelerated timeline for implementing a Total Maximum Daily Load tfog
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