
Lee County’s Landscape and Fertilizer Best Management Practices 
Ordinance (Ord 08-08) 

 
Fertilizer Application Requirements 

N-P-K 
Nitrogen 

 No more than (≤) four (4) lbs N/1000 ft2 may be applied per year. Four applications 
per year at a rate of 1 lb N/1000 ft2 are recommended to more evenly distribute your 
landscape nutritional needs. 

 Fertilizers shall contain ≥50% Slow Release Nitrogen (SRN). 
o SRN is also referred to on a guarantee analysis label as controlled release, 

slowly available nitrogen or water insoluble nitrogen. 
Phosphorus* 

 Application of phosphorus fertilizer should not exceed 0.25 lbs P2O5/1000 ft2 per 
application and nor exceed 0.50 lbs P2O5/1000 ft2 per year. This rate of application 
is by far more restrictive than the application rate for N. Generally a good rule of 
thumb is to select a product with P ≤ 2.  

 
Potassium (Potash) 

 Potassium (otherwise known as potash) is not regulated under this ordinance. 
 

*Soil testing is important to determine the nutritional needs of your landscape. You may find, for example that 
changing the pH of your soil could save you money or effort by reducing the amount of fertilizer your yard needs. 
For more information please contact the Lee County Extension Services office (239-533-7513) or 
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/hot_topics/agriculture/soil_testing.html. 

http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/hot_topics/agriculture/soil_testing.html


How to calculate how much N & P in your fertilizer bag and 
how much you should use 

 
Calculating Nitrogen (N) Content 
Nitrogen is the first number in the series on a fertilizer bag label; N-P-K. These numbers are the percent nitrogen (N), 
phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) per specified square feet (ft2) on the bag label.  

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1) To calculate the pounds of nitrogen in a bag of 
fertilizer, multiply by the percent nitrogen (in this 
case 16) by the weight of the bag (in this case 50 
lbs) and divide by 100.  
For this example:   
%N x Wt of bag = 16 x 50 = 8 lbs N 

  100          100 

2) To calculate the pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 ft2 (rate of 
application) divide the pounds of nitrogen by the area the bag 
states it will cover.  
For this example: 

8 lbs N  = 1 lbs N 
  8000 ft2 1,000 ft2 

3) To calculate the percentage of slow release nitrogen (SRN) 
in a bag of fertilizer divide the percent total nitrogen by the 
percent water insoluble nitrogen and multiply by 100.  
 
In this case; 8 ÷ 16 = 0.5 x 100 = 50% 



How many times per year could you 
apply this product if all 50 lbs was 
applied over 8000 square feet? This 
product could be applied at the rates and 
square footage specified on the bag four (4) 
times over the course of one year. 
 
How many applications are in this bag if 
you want to fertilize a 2000 ft2 lawn at a 
rate of 1 lb/1000 ft2? This bag provides 4 
applications at a rate of 1 lb/1000 ft2 for a 
2000 ft2 lawn.

To calculate how much fertilizer you would 
need to use if you want to fertilize a 2000 ft2 
lawn at a rate of 1 lb/1000 ft2, use the 
following formula.  
 
100 x (fertilized area) ft2 = lbs fertilizer to use 
  N                    
  
For example:  
 
100 x 2000 ft2 = 6.25 lbs X 2000 ft2 = 12.5 pounds 
 16     1000 ft2 



Percent N Listed 
on Bag 

lbs of Fertilizer 
to Use 

1 100 
2 50 
3 33.3 
4 25 
5 20 
6 16.7 
7 14.3 
8 12.5 
9 11.1 

10 10 
11 9.1 
12 8.3 
13 7.7 
14 7.1 
15 6.7 
16 6.3 
17 5.9 
18 5.6 
19 5.3 
20 5 
21 4.8 
22 4.5 
23 4.3 

 

Percent N Listed 
on Bag 

lbs of Fertilizer 
to Use 

24 4.2 
25 4 
26 3.8 
27 3.7 
28 3.6 
29 3.4 
30 3.3 
31 3.2 
32 3.1 
33 3 
34 2.9 
35 2.9 
36 2.8 
37 2.7 
38 2.6 
39 2.6 
40 2.5 
41 2.4 
42 2.4 
43 2.3 
44 2.3 
45 2.2 
46 2.2 

Pounds of Fertilizer to Apply to Achieve an Application Rate of 1 lb N/1,000 ft2 
by Percent Nitrogen Listed on Fertilizer Bag 



Calculating Phosphorus (P) Content 
Phosphorus is the second number in the series on a fertilizer bag label; N-P-K. Phosphorus fertilizer application should 
not exceed 0.25 lbs P2O5/1000 ft2 per application and nor exceed 0.50 lbs P2O5/1000 ft2 per year. To determine if the 
sample product below is compliant with the Lee County ordinance find 
out how much P is in the fertilizer per 1000 ft2. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1) To calculate the pounds of phosphorus (P 
expressed as P2O5) in a bag of fertilizer, multiply by 
the percent phosphorus (in this case 2%) by the 
weight of the bag (in this case 50 lbs).  
 

P % * X lbs = Y lbs 
 

For example: 0.02 * 50 lbs = 1lb P 

2) To calculate the pounds of phosphorus per 1,000 ft2 
(rate of application) divide the pounds of phosphorus by 
the area the bag states it will cover. 
 

Y lbs P 
Z ft2 

 
For example:  1 lb P     = 0.125 lbs P        
                       8000 ft2        1000 ft2 

 

 

 
This fertilizer product is compliant with the Lee County ordinance because the application rate required by Lee 
County is 0.25 lbs P which is less than the 0.125 lbs P that this product provides. 

        1000 ft2                                    1000 ft2 

 


