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Shrinking to do more

With the budget season upon us in the Small Quantity Generator Program, toug!
choices have been made. While the planning of the future is becoming more crucia
to the needs of Lee County’s business community, we have reorganized our ap
proach to save resources. Strategy and goals of the past have been changed
reflect our future needs. Staff and program vehicles have been reduced, compute
software enhanced, procedures in the office streamlined, and diversity of assess
ments refocused. How are we going to perform the tasks we did in the past? The
tools we will utilize, Pollution Prevention (P2) and Best Management Practices
(BMP’s), will be extended to cover more situations in better detail. Research will
be performed and presentations will be made to accomplish needs of trade associ
tions. Field assessors will be trained to assist the National Pollution Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) permit requirements and to log an inventory of potential
sites for this Federal requirement. The entire SQG Program team will contribute to
the production of the SQG Newsletter and cover more topics. The Activity Certifi-
cation Affidavits (ACAs) system that eliminates businesses from the surcharge
fee has been improved. Management has asked us to do more, faster and bett
with less. With more comprehensive training, improved equipment, and procedures
the dedicated staff of the SQG Program is confident we can deliver.

We purchased lap top computers to assist us in the field to meet the State manda
that created the SQG Program. The problem we were having utilizing the laptops
was with the software that was provided by the State. So, we hired our own con-
sultant and developed the Generator Assessment Software Program (GASP). Wit
this new program we will be able to provide vital information to fire districts, gar-

bage districts, and utility districts. This information will help them to protect the

environment and keep dangerous trends in check. A portion of GASP will help the
county meet the NPDES requirements. Other county programs around the Stati
have asked us to provide them with GASP in an effort to improve their needs. Sc
we did! We are on the ground floor of organizing the State Pollution Prevention
Roundtable. We plan on marrying the two programs of P2 and SQG together to
have consistent distribution of information and networking throughout the State.
With this marriage of programs there will be less cost and better benefits for the

businesses throughout the State. Florida will set the standards that others in the nation will follow. The future looksrbrighte
compliance to become the norm, and enforcement to be the last resort.

Where does enforcement fit in this new age of education for compliance? It should always be the last resort of regula
agencies! The past accomplishments of State and Federal Agencies have been measured by the amount of conviction
or the dollars collected from violators. This is the evil side of regulations, but one that is still needed for those svtw refus
comply. If a business has limited funds to operate it is in their best interest, as well as ours that they follow the rifht pat

they choose the wrong path when dealing with hazardous waste, the consequences of their actions will adversely affec
future generations. This is a dilemma that faces educational programs throughout the State of Florida. What do we do v
a business that has been educated, chooses the wrong path? With shrinking resources and limited time to spend \
business, the choice will not be easy. The actions of the business community and their needs will direct the choices o

future.

Local Athelefe Needs Sponsors

Melvin Henderson, local resident artevious competitions. He is competrappy to carry a company’s nhame jor
U.S. Veteran will attend the 1998 Vetive in Javelin, Shot Put, Table Tennikgo with him to the games in Pittsburdh.
erans Wheelchair Games in Pittsburdbistance Throw and Air Rifle. If you or your business is interested]in
Pennsylvania from July 7-11, 1998. Mte is currently looking for sponsorshigponsoring Mr Henderson, please wiite
Henderson has won 5 gold medals, dnem local businesses and/or any otharcall him at: 2835 Central Avenue, §t.
silver medal and two bronze medalsiaterested organizations. He would iyers, FL 33901; Phone 334-0980.
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R =+ A PAINT VASTE, PLOOA
STAIPPING AND MORAE...

Q: I only generate about a quart of could also be attached. These violationgtals can weigh as much as 10.5|bs
paint waste every month through would be enough to put most CESQGigyallon, which would put you into th
my auto body shop, and | let it out of business. Education on Best MeBQG category. If you would like a list
evaporate onsite, am | exemptedagement Practices utilizing Pollution Prigqg of liquids and their poundag
from the regulations? vention would eliminate these concerredjuivalents, please call the (941) 4719-
A: No! Businesses that generafgY Q: In my flooring business we use8126.

quantity of hazardous waste are regdethylene Chloride to strip off Q:Iown a printing company and
lated by the Resource Conservatieaaler from tile floors. Is this a haz-we discard our used rags to the
and Recovery Act. A business thatdous waste, and if so, how do Idumpster. Are we doing anything
generates less than 220 Ibs per caleandle it properly? wrong?

dar month, never exceeds 2,200lbsAn Yes. Methylene Chloride is a ha#: Yes, if you use the rags in conjunp-
storage at any time, and never genardous waste listed in 40CFR 261.3%#&s with a solvent to remove ink fro
ates more than 2.2 pounds of an acate002 coded waste. Employee safétg blanket on the offset printing ma-
waste, are known as Conditionallg very important because of the toxohine, you are probably disposing pf
Exempt Small Quantity Generatorsgture of the chemical. Respirators @édazardous waste improperly.
(CESQG's). Some exemptions in tiecommended, as well as protectivecommend contracting with a rag ser-
regulations covering this type of gestothing for areas of the body that havee to recycle the rags off site. Al-
erators are; they armmt required tothe potential to come in contact with thieough cotton shop rags cannot always
possess an BFFLDEP |.D.#. They chemical. Consult NIOSH (Nationdbe used in all phases of printing they
can transport their own waste to a liastitute for Occupational Safety anchn be used to limit the number pf
censed/permitted Treatment Storakjealth) pocket guide to chemical hagaper towels you have to use, whi
and Disposal Facility (TSD) or to ards. This pocket guide can be obtaineil reduce the amount of hazardoyis
collection day sponsored by a locéibm National Institute for Occupationalaste you manage. For instance, if
government. AlsacCESQGS are not Safety and Health (for problems call ise your shop rags with blanket wash
required to have a written Contingen8@0-35-NIOSH) or write to; NIOSHfirst and then go over the blanket with
Plan in case of an entmncy Docu- 4676 Columbia Parkway, Cincinnata paper towel to get rid of any lint ygu
mentation of disposal must be kept GBhio 45226. will end up with far less paper towe|s
SITE for a three year minimum, arf@ne way to collect this hazardous wasten if you only used paper towels.
all storage containers are subjectgenerated from stripping floors is withBhis option may be more expensi
40CFR part 264 subparts | (Use amgt vacuum. You can then transfer that it will reduce your liability and sim
Management of Containers), anda@ste to a container for transportingglify your storage requirements. Ify
(Tank Systems). back to your facility. Storage in a proghoose to use your own rags you myst
Evaporation is never an appropriaggly labeled container is required. If yatore them according to 40CFR part
disposal method. Because a CES@E@ an SQG you have 180 days to ha@t, subpart | and determine if they
has a quart of waste a month does Hut hazardous waste hauled off by adre hazardous and dispose of them|ac-
mean that they can allow the paint wastensed hazardous waste hauler.  cordingly. If you want to wash the
to evaporate. Hazardous waste sho@dHow can | estimate what | gen- on-site and/or off-site, and the chp-
always be kept in a closed containetate every month when it is in a lig- sen place to wash them is on a Pdib-
that is compatible with that waste. Pagd form? licly Owned Treatment Works PO
sible fines can be levied for allowin§: This can be a problem since masewer), you will need permission fro
waste to evaporate. Other RCRA vitiquids are diverse in their measuraltlee pretreatment officer before dig-
lations can include; no disposateight. A general rule of thumb is geharging the wastewater to their syjs-
records, open containers, unmarkethtion of less than half of a 55gallaam. If the facility is on a septic sys-
containers, and possibly on-site trea@irtum (25 gallons) per calendar montiam the self-washing option is not gl-
ment of hazardous waste withoutséould keep you in the CESQG cdbwed.
permit. Also, Clean Air Act violationszgory. However, some liquids with heavy

D
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Doyougenerateordon’tyou? Thatisthe

Most business people that approach the Hazardous Waste counter in the Public Works/Community Development C
meet the SQG Program staff with the phrase; “my business doesn’t generate any hazardous waste.” While most ¢
people honestly believe this to be true, our response is usually; “ you would be surprised to know what is conside
hazardous waste.” In fact, almost ALL businesses have the potential to generate hazardous waste. You may wonde
this is possible.

One item that nearly all businesses generate is fluorescent lights. Fluorescent lights are hazardous waste becaus
contain mercury. When mercury is released into the environment, it is absorbed by animals and plants, which are st
guently ingested by people. A person may or may not be sensitive to very small amounts of mercury, but when it rea
certain levels it is toxic to everyone. The amount of mercury can multiply 100 times by the time it reaches the top of
food chain. Mercury toxicity is linked to many medical problems, which can include severe central nervous systt
problems. So, itis in everyone’s best interests to recycle these devices. There are some fluorescent lights the
advertised as “EPA Approved”. Although these lights may not contain the levels regulated by the EPA, in Florida the |
says any mercury-containing device is regulated.

How are fluorescent lights recycled?
ported to a permitted recycling facility ———
metal ends are recycled through a metal

tracted by a distillation process and re- A
containing devices. The glass is re- )2
can be used in anything that does not “

ucts. ‘

Another waste that some businesse

waste is acetone. Most people belie 7 that the acetone is completely used
though evaporation in their business process and is, therefore, not a waste.
Acetone is a hazardous waste in two ways, it is characteristically hazard-
ous (due to flash point) and it is also a listed hazardous waste (solvent), therefore, the rag or cotton ball with whick
acetone has come in contact becomes hazardous. According to the regulations, the rag or cotton ball should be stc

a closed container and treated as a hazardous waste. Additionally, it is illegal under RCRA to allow the used aceto
evaporate as a method of disposal. According to the regulations, this is considered on-site disposal which is forbidc

\ They should be collected and trans-
where they are disassembled. The
facility and reused. The mercury is ex
used in manufacturing new mercury

cycled for use in manufacturing and
come into contact with edible prod-

use, but don’t think of as hazardou

For nail technicians, this issue is especially tricky. We have had many nail technicians say that they have switched to
acetone nail polish remover to avoid this regulation. Unfortunately, even if a product is non-acetone, it may still
hazardous. This will depend on the constituents of the product. The status of a product can easily be determine
acquiring a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) from the distributor of the product. The MSDS will show what tt
product is made up of, the percentages of those components and information such as flash point, health hazards, s
and disposal requirements, etc.

As can be seen, items that are used every day can be considered hazardous waste once they are used. You may
look a little more closely at the products you use in the course of your business before you say, “ my business do
generate hazardous waste.”

The SQG Program can assist you with interpreting MSDS’s, evaluating your waste streams and/or assessing your 0
tions for Best Management Practices. We can also supply you with a local hauler’s list and alternatives for disposal. If
need further information, please call (941) 479-8126.
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NPDES What yOU quirementg. There are on-site inspec‘Fi(msleterminatic_)n as to the necessity of a
to determine whether or not there iSNPDES permit.
should know stormwater discharge off-site into thie general, there are two methods to re-
MS4 (the storm sewer system) or feduce or eliminate the necessity for a
NPDES (National Pollution Dischargeral waters and the type of activities eXPDES permit. 1) Have no stormwater
Elimination System) is a federal prograpbsed to stormwater. This informatiarontact with materials (covered storage)
associated with the federal Clean Watgill be included in our Annual Report tand/or 2) Have no stormwater discharged
Act. Itis designed to improve water quake EPA. At that time, the EPA will mak&om the site. This would be no rainwa-
ity in our rivers, lakes, estuaries affThe CESQG Collection Day Scheaule] ter contact with materials and/or 100%
oceans. The Lee County NPDES pqr- Sponsored by the Department of Solil retention with no point source or emer-

mit is for stormwater. We are chargdo . Waste gency outfalls. These combine well with

with making sure only stormwater is di (Disposal Fee Involved) Pollution Prevention (P2) methods to re-
charged into our stormwater draina July 9, 1998 cycle, reduge anq reuse.

system. October 10, 1998 Lee County is beginning to assemble some
Industries and businesses may havejto informational materials to begin a BMP

; ; s i M Collection times for the scheduled days e ; :
obtain either individual or group permifg §:00 am. to 3:00 p.m. Location of the CESQ (Best Management Practices) Library.

for their stormwater runoff. If your busi§ coiection days is on North Airport Road & If you have BMPs for your industry, let
ness has out door activities such as rjjaRage Field. Schedule collection days and tirfesys know. Industrial BMPs are specific
: are subject to change and/or cancel, depen@n .
terial storage,_scrap met:_al storage, m3 r]on inclement weatherThere is a fee involved gto each mdustry,_thus We_need y_our help
tenance, repairs, fabricating, manufact§r+or disposal. If you have any questions rd] to have the best information available.
Yf you have questions related to this sub-

ing or dusty conditions you may need fovarding the associated fees, please contact
’ Environmental Services of Florida, Inc. d

have a NPDES permit. All constructio rectly at 1-800-624-5302. ject, call Tony Pellicer or Robert Tewis
activities over 5 acres (considered inds- at479-8181.
trial activity) must file a NOI for NPDES Chris Bishop at ext. 237
Lee County is verifying business acti Sue Salermo at ext. 228
ties as part of our NPDES permit rg-
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