Education and Assistance

The Pollution Prevention (P 2) Program s fulfilling
the requirements of a State mandate to performon-site
verifications of hazardous waste management. The man-
date requires each County in the State to notify,
assess and verify the on-site hazardous waste amounts
generated at facilities that have the potential to
generate hazardous waste. Lee County has been per-
formingthisrequirementsince 1989. Duringthe years
offield verifications, itbecame apparenttothe P
Programthatthese facilities thatgenerated hazard-
T NEweTEtsr oF Toe ouswaste had compliance problems andwere subjectto
expensive finesfromthe State Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). DEP isresponsible foren-

: forcing the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
.~ w+.Spring 2000 : (RCRA), whichisthe Federal Law dictating hazardous
N S e - waste management requirements. In this scenario a
business was withoutagovernmental resourceto con-
tactforeducationand/orassistance. Inaneffortto

County’s Pollution
Prevention Program

Program Staff fillthatvoid, the P 2Programbeganthe educational &
assistance portion of our service to the business
L.A.(Tony) F_’ellicer DNRM Manager community.
?j,feg'xgﬁgngham Program Supervisf - The first action that the P 2 Program began on the
Renee Kwiat ESI educational frontwasto produce quarterly newslet-

terstoupdate businesses onregulatory requirements
(RCRA) and policy changes. Mostbusinessesthatwere
visited did notknowthe basic requirements for stor-
age,handling, labeling, recordkeeping,employeetrain-

ing, and disposal options. Before we could implement

Published By: recommended changes for a facility we needed to edu-
P2 Program cate themonthe basicsin orderto supply themwith
1500 Monroe Street the knowledge ofthe costassociated with these mini-
P.O. Box 398 mum requirements. Once the base of educationwas es-
Fort Myers, FL 33902 tablished andthe facility’s managementrealized the
Phone: 941/479-8126 fullimpactof RCRA’s minimum requirements, further
Fax: 941/479-8108 assistancewasusuallyrequested. The educationalbase
isthe first step and mostimportant part of compli-
anceassistance.
Nowthatthe businesses hadthe educational base, the next step was establishing
the assistance segmentofthe P 2Program.TheP  2Programbeganresearchonspecific

industriestowrite and provide BestManagement Practices (BMPs) tothose types of
businesses. BMPsarethe coreforassisting afacility withan operational compli-
anceplan.TheP 2 Programwrote BMPswith pollution preventiontechnologies built
into assistthe facility with lowering their facility hazardous waste generator
status. By lowering the status, the requirements for compliance were reduced as
well. Thisapproach has saved businessesthousands of dollars in operating cost
andreducedthe potential for monetary penalties for non-compliance. Sofar, the
impacts of the P 2 Program has been positive to both the businesses and the
(continued on page 4)
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It Couldn’t Happen

to Me..

Evensmallcompaniescan
be penalized by the
USEPA. Tropical Cars of
St. Croix, Inc. of New
Yorkwasrecently fined
$30,800 by the Federal
Agency. Tropical, an
automotive sales and
service company, failed
todetectusedoilleaks.
These leaks created a
600-sq.-ft. “pond” of
used oil, two inches
thick. Notonlymustthe
company pay the above
fine, butthey mustalso
test the layer of soil
below the visibly
contaminated soil. If
this soil is also
contaminated, they must
excavate further and
repeat the process
until clean soil is
found.

Are you managing your
waste storage area
properly? Ifyouare not
sure, call us for an
assessmentat479-8126.
The Lee County P
Program is here to
assist you with your
compliance needs.

Does Your Transporter Have
the Proper Certifications?

Recently,asreportedby Environmental Compliance Alert
twoindependenthazardouswaste transporterswere pe-
nalizedacombined amountof$1.25 million fordumping
paintand solventwastesatsiteswithoutRCRA permits.
Asaresult,thetwoownersalsoface 10to 15yearsin

prison, respectively. Asabusinessowner, youmaynot
thinkthatthis situationrelatestoyou, butitcould.

According the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA), hazardouswaste generators are responsible for
theirwastefromthe ”"CradletoGrave ", Ifyourhazard-
ouswastetransporterdumpsyourwasteillegally, under

the lasw, USEPA can charge you, the generator, for a
portionofthesite cleanup. Thisistrue evenifthe
transporterhasanapprovedstatetransporter's permit.

While there is no foolproof method for insuring that
suchanincidentdoesnothappentoyourbusiness, there

are ways of protecting yourself. First, before you
contractwithatransporter, checkwiththe Department

of Environmental Protectiontomake surethatthetrans-

porter has the proper state permit. You may also in-
quireifthattransporterhashadanyenforcementaction
takenagainstthem. Second, make surethatyourtrans-
porterisusingthe correctpaperworkandincludesits
DEP/EPAIDnumberinthetransporter blank ofthe mani-
fest. Also, checkwiththe transporterregardingthe
amount of liability insurance that they carry. This
willnotrelease you fromliability, butitcanhelpin

thelongrun.

Mostreputable hazardouswastetransporterswillhaveno
problem with a business “checking them out ",
potentialtransporter seemsoffended by questions, then

you should question whether or notthey are the right

transporterforyou.

Why waste your money

on unnecessary disposal costs?
There are better, more cost

effective alternatives! Call

479-8126 for an on site assessment

today...
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What Resources Does the P 2

Program Have for You?

The P 2 Program has many
State of Florida publica-

tions available for our
businesses. Theyinclude:

. Florida’'sHandbook
for Small Quantity
Generator’'sof
HazardousWaste

. Florida Automotive
RecyclersHandbook

. AGuideonHazardous
Waste Managementfor
Florida’'s Printers

. AGuideonHazardous
Waste Management
forFlorida’s Fiber-
Reinforced Plastic
Manufacturers

. AGuideonHazardous
Waste Management
forFlorida’s
Pharmacies

. AGuide onHazardous
Waste Managementfor
Florida's
Laboratories

Best Management
Practices (BMPs) are
available for:

. Automotive
Repair

. Autobody Repair
. Marine Repair
. Photographic/

X-ray
Faclilities

We also have many other
publications availableto
you, suchas:

. APocketGuideto
Material Safety Data
Sheetsand Labels

. Listof Used Oil
Collection Points

. RequirementGuidance
for Conditionally
ExemptSmallQuantity
Generatorsand Small
Quantity Generators

. Hazardous Waste
Hauler’'sList

. Small Quantity
GeneratorEmergency
Planningand Preven-
tion Packet

. Small Quantity
GeneratorEmergency
Responseand
ContingencyPlan
Guidance

. Guidance Documenton
the Management of
SpentMercury
Containing Lampsand
Devices

. Used Oil Filter
Disposal Guidance

. The OilMixing Rule

This is not a complete
listing, soifthereisa
specific publicationthat
youwould likethatis not
listed, please contactus

at (941)479-8126, and we
will be happy to assist
you.

http://M.Iee-county.com/pollution
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environmentwe allshare.

The keys to a cleaner environment and a facility’s
compliance are regulatory educationand pollution pre-
ventionassistance. Additional assistance provided by
theP 2Programishazardouswaste transporterslist,
MSDS handbooks, regulatory “cheat sheets”, recycling
information, updated pollution preventiontechnology,
on-site safety presentations, trade association pre-
sentations, regulatory compliance research, andin-
stantphone contactassistance.

Nowthatthe differences between educationand assis-
tance are established, howcanthe P 2Program assist
your businessinthe new millennium?

Have a story idea? Need
a speaker for your trade
association meeting?

Call us at 479-8126!!

The CESQG Collection Day
Schedule
Sponsored by the Department
of Solid Waste
(Disposal Fee Involved)

July 27, 2000

Collection times for the sched-
uled days are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Location of the CESQG col-
lection days is on North Airport
Road at Page Field. Schedule
collection days and times are sub-
ject to change and/or cancel, de-
pending on inclement weather.
There is a fee involved for dis
posal. If you have any questions
regarding the associated fees
please contact City Environmen-
tal Services of Florida, Inc. di-
rectly at 1-800-624-5302.

9G/ 'ON JwlJad
T4 ‘s19hAN
divd
abeisod 's'n
aley ing

2068€ 14 ‘S19h 14
86¢ X0 "Od

19911S 90IUO 00ST
weibold .d



