Is Compliance with
Permits Pollution
Prevention?

At the recent Florida Pollution Prevention Conference in Jacksonville one of the
guest speakers was Bernie Hayes from the Region 4 office of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Atlanta. His position with the agency
allows him a unique opportunity to see compliance efforts of companies who are
required to obtain operation permits for their facilities. His definition of “permits”
was an allowance for industries to pollute the environment with permissible dis-
charges from their facility. Permissible discharges are the same as “acceptable

The Newsletter of Lee levels” of pollutants to the environment. Acceptable?! To whom? Hayes stated
County’s- Pollution that, “If every facility complied with their required permits, we would still have
Prevention Program pollution entering the environment.” This is the same governmental agency re-

_ sponsible for protecting the citizens of the United States from facilities polluting
._p; .-_ngmmer 1999 the water we drink, the air we breath, and the soil we derive crops from. Accept-

e able to whom?

Program Staff Where do we begin to fix a bureaucratic system that allows companies to dis-

charge “acceptable levels” of pollutants to our environment? Requirements in

L.A.(Tony) Pellicer DNRM Manager permits are designed to control “end of pipe” waste. This theory is the legacy our
Dale L. Nottingham Program Supervis§g children will inherit and struggle to live with! It has been proven in our history that

James Ward ESI we reap what we sow. In today’s society we struggle with situations that are not

Renee Kwiat ES|I

clearly defined as right or wrong, but what is acceptable. Some of the tragedies ir
today’s society are directly connected to the Sixty’s anti-establishment movement.
Before that period of time we had a clearer view of right or wrong for behavior

patterns in our society. During the Sixties up until the present, the question has

. become-is it acceptable? Depending on what your beliefs are today determines i
Published By: it is acceptable.

P2 Program
1500 Monroe Street So should “acceptable levels” of pollution be tolerated? Or should we look to new
P.O. Box 398 pollution prevention technologies today to shape our acceptable levels of pollution
Fort Myers, FL 33902 tomorrow? Pollution Prevention is the elimination and/or reduction of pollution at
Phone: 941/479-8126 its’ source. Most of the time the resources currently in use just need to be redi-
Fax: 941/479-8108 rected into pollution prevention systems that allow for a quality product without
regulatory end of pipe requirements. Raw material purchases, waste disposal
permit requirements, employee training and negative environmental facility im-
pacts can be reduced or eliminated. The benefits for the facility are better public
relations and higher monetary returns on the investment.

How do you start a pollution prevention program at your facility? What really works and what should you do to verify th
solution to the situation is the right thing to do? These are some of the questions that can be answered by calling
Pollution Prevention/ Small Quantity Generator (P?/SQG) Program. You pay our salaries and we are here to assis
businesses in their search for environmental compliance.

I/I'.Ac\/a \I/&u Lee County’s Fleet Maintenance Facility, with the help of the P?/SQG Progran], has
changed its’ generator status from a Large Quantity Generator to a Potential Geperator
I/H’/A-P’)O of hazardous waste. This success has been documented in the USEPA pubjication
AP () “Profile of Local Government Operations” and has been featured by the National Asso-
T ciation of Counties in their “Environmental Purchasing Starter Kit". If you are reagly to
Tl/l’ |£... explore the possibilities of pollution prevention, call us at (941)479-8126.
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Confused By
“Environmental”
Terms???
When reading information in or about en
vironmental regulations, the amount of alj
breviations and acronyms can make u
derstanding those regulations quite diffi

cult. The following list of terms may help
you interpret those regulations a bit mor|

easily:

CFR:

RCRA:

CAA:
CWA:

SDWA:

CERCLA:

SARA:

FIFRA:

TSCA:

OSHA:

NIOSH:

Regulations

Code of Federal
Regulations

Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act

Clean Air Act
Clean Water Act

Safe Drinking Water
Act

(Superfund) Compre-
hensive Environmental
Response, Compensal
tion and Liability Act

Superfund
Amendments and
Reauthorization Act

Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide and
Rodenticide Act

Toxic Substances
Control Act

Agencies

Occupational Safety
and Health
Administration

National Institute of
Occupational Safety

| License Renewal
{

It Is Occupational

Time...

1%

If you have not received your renewal for the 1999-2000 Lee County
pational license yet, you will be receiving it soon. Your renewal is d{
September 30, 1999 and your new license will be effective October 1,

employees plus the hazardous waste surcharge. The surcharge mus

of amount.

must contact the Pollution Prevention Program at 479-8126 to detern]

hazardous waste, you may acquire the exemption one of two ways. VY|
come to 1500 Monroe Street, First Floor and our staff will help you fil
the Activity Certification Affidavit (the exemption form), or we can send
the form, which needs to be notarized and returned. Should you de

visit us in person, you will leave with a white original, along with a ye
copy for your business records. If you receive the exemption via mai
will receive an original from us. The original needs to be submitted to th
Collector’s office with your renewal fee, minus the $20.00 surch&ge
NOT SUBMIT YOUR RENEWAL TO THE TAX COLLECTOR’S
OFFICE WITHOUT THE EXEMPTION DOCUMENTATION. IF
YOU PAY THE SURCHARGE AND LATER RECEIVE AN EXEMP-
TION, NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN. IF YOU SUBMIT THE
RENEWAL MINUS THE FEE, WITHOUT THE EXEMPTION, THE
TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE WILL RETURN YOUR CHECK
AND ASK FOR THE EXEMPTION OR PAYMENT OF THE SUR-
CHARGE. IF THIS OCCURS AFTER OCTOBER 1, 1999, THE
TAX COLLECTOR'’S OFFICE WILL CHARGE A LATE FEE. If
you have received an exemption since the last renewal period and still

received at the time you were exempted and submit payment minus t
charge.

for you, the businessperson, can be avoided.

visit us in person, you will need to have a picture ID for verification. If rou

DCCU-
e by
1999-

September 30, 2000. The total due will be dependent on the numper of

be pait

if ANYamount of hazardous waste is generated by the business, regprdless

If you feel that you should not be paying the hazardous waste surcharge, you

hine if

you qualify for an exemption. Once itis determined that you do not gefperate

DU can
out
ou
Cide to

ow

, you
P Tax

5ee the

surcharge on the renewal notice, you may submit the white original tht you

e sur-

Please try to address these issues early in the renewal period. Our gpal is to
assist in making this process as quick and painless as possible. By address-
ing the possibility of exemption early in the renewal period, much frustrption

and Hea|thcont. pg 4)
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Pollution Prevention Week 1999

National Pollution Prevention (P2)tals. As a result of recycling on site youmind when examining pollution preven-
Week will be here September20You  will be a Conditionally Exempt Small tion at your businesgeduce, reuse,
are probably wondering how PollutionQuantity Generator. That is of course ifrecycle.

Prevention can have an effect on youyou have no other waste streams thd&eductionor elimination of hazardous
business or industry. Pollution Prevengenerate hazardous waste. Even witmaterials at the source is the most sub-
tion can save you money, lower your li-one 15 gallon parts washer you will stillstantial way to reduce or eliminate haz-
ability, and give you more time to runbe a CESQG. The main benefits of orardous wastes?roduct substitution
your business instead of dealing withsite recycling are: can eliminate hazardous waste from
compliance issues. Pollution Preventior{l) Reduction of monthly hazardous many processes. The question is “Will
effects every aspect of our lives, and waste from 250Ilbs to O for that the new material cost more and will it
small changes in the way we look atour  waste stream. do the job as well as the original mate-
business operations can mean hugg) Reduction in compliance issues rial?”. The internet can be a valuable
changes in our environment. associated with Small Quantity tool for this purpose. Also, check Lee

Every business and household can Generator Status.
reduce pollution in some way. Whether
it's lowering your thermostat at home to
reduce fuel consumption at the power
plant, or replacing a product that is haz-
ardous with one that is not. Proven stud-
ies and common sense reveal that it’
cheaper to reduce at the source than t
dispose of hazardous waste. In many
casesproduct substitutiorcan totally
eliminate a waste stream, reduce em-
ployee exposure, and in some cases the
new product is cheapeBource reduc-
tion also saves you time in regard to
compliance with hazardous waste regu-
lations, and the liability of having haz-

County’s new P2 website for informa-
tion http://lee-countgom/pollution Re-
useall waste materials that can be re-
used. Can you put any waste back into
the process? Does the waste need to
be treated first? What is the cost of
treatment? Do we need a permit to do
this? (Generally, waste that is treated and
put back into the process does not re-
quire a permit from the Florida Dept. of
Environmental Protection). One of the
main problems discovered &uto
Body Shopsis open containers. Three
quick tips: (1) keep containers closed,
(2) buy a distillation system if you are a
SQG, and (3) mix only enough paint to

ardous waste stored and transported. (8) Reduced liability of having haz- do the job. Sounds simple right? It is!
you can reduce your generator status ardous waste transported. Doing these things can save you hun-
from Small Quantity Generator (more(4) Money saved in transportation dreds of dollars annually in hazardous
than 220Ibs per month) to Conditionally ~ and disposal costs, as well as waste disposal fees.
Exempt Small Quantity Generator (less  buying new antifreeze. Lastly, recycleall waste materials that
220lbs monthly) you will have saved  The point here is to show how anyou can. In recent time many more prod-
yourself the aggravation and labor cosPusiness can reduce the hazardous wasfgts are being recycled that previously
of complying with all the regulations as-they generate if they are committed tQuere not. Again, the internet can help
sociated with the SQG status. This irPollution prevention. This technology you discover ways to do this. This can
it's self is a huge incentive consideringoffers a whole new way of assessing|so save you money with the purchase
the labor cost, and the reduced liabilityyour business and can save you moneyf new materials for the process.
of enforcement actions for noncompli-at the same time. Don’t be misled by  with the cost of new materials, the
ance. small monetary gains at first. Over timecost of transportation and disposal, and
For example: If you generate 3Qyour savings can be quite substantiathe cost of enforcement action, Pollu-
gallons of antifreeze monthly, which isEven if waste reductiocosts you some tion Prevention makes good sense. If you
hauled as a hazardous wagte,are a money up front it can save you moneywould like to obtain more information on
Small Quantity Generator. However, Ifin @ relatively shorttime. Don't be afraid your specific business and Pollution Pre-
you recycle the antifreeze on site and0 crunch the numbers or spend theention Technologies that can help you
use it as a product it will not count to-money! call our office at 479-8126 for an ap-
ward your monthly hazardous waste to- ~ Three important things to keep inpointment.
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Reg u |at0ry TeI‘mS (continued from page 2)

DOT: Department of _
Transportation Terminology
USEPA: United States P2: Pollution Prevention
Environmental
Protection Agency ~ R* Reduce, Reuse, Rg-
cycle
FDEP: Florida Department of .
Environmental SWPs: Stormwater Pollution
Protection Prevention Plan
Chemical Exposure Limits SPCC: Spill Prevention Con
trol and Countermea
TLV: Threshold Limit Value sures
LC: Lethal Concentration ERP: Elmergency Respons
Plan
REL: Recommended These are, by no means, all of the adrd>
Exposure Limit nyms used in environmental regulatiops
or articles. However, they are a go
PEL: Permissible Exposur&eginning for becoming familiar with th

Limit

Plans/Pollution Prevention

The CESQG Collection Day
Schedule
Sponsored by the Department
of Solid Waste
(Disposal Fee Involved)

October 21, 1999
January 20, 2000

Collection times for the sched-
uled days are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Location of the CESQG col-
lection days is on North Airport
Road at Page Field. Schedule
collection days and times are sub-
ject to change and/or cancel, de-
L pending on inclement weather,
There is a fee involved for dis
bosal. If you have any questions
regarding the associated fees
lease contact City Environmen-

[ R

terms used. If you have questions ab
the terms, call us at (941)479-8126.

P%al Services of Florida, Inc. di-
rectly at 1-800-624-5302.
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